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THE LAST LEGACY 
OR, 


Afﬀectionate and Pious Exhortation, 


b AND 


|  Admonitions of the Late William Lord Ryſſel, to his Vertuous Lady, and dear Children, ſummed up by 
| him during his confinement, andleft them for their advantage after his Death; and for the good of all 
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Chlriſtian Famihes. 


My Deareſt Wife. 

IN CE whilethe providence of God hath 
0 been pleaſed in great Mercy, to continue 

us together as happy Yoak-fellows and 
Partners in each others felicity, we did ſtill live 
in all godly amity and friendſhip as became us 
being ſo nearly united, I having ſtill the ſame 
Bowels of compaſſion now in this time of ad- 
verſity as ever I had, I cannot tell how to ſhew 
that reall Afﬀection and tender care due to my 
other-ſelf's (as I may truly and really call you, 
anu that young Offspring that God hath given 
us, you being asa Fruittul-Vine, and they even 
as ſo many delicious Olive-branches ſtanding 
round about our Table ) then by beſtowing my 
little time given me here, or at leaſt ſome hours 
( (ſeparated from the great imployment that I 
am about, to prepare for Death and my happy 
State in another World) to give you ſome cordial 
inſtructions that you may think upon when I am 
Dead and gone, and ſome Grave and ſerious Ex- 
horta:tons that may be fixed on your Spirit be- 
cauſe coming from your dear, thonow departing 
Huſband, That ſotho Death that King of Ter- 
rors may ſeparate us for a while, yet when it 
ſhall plexfe the Almighty of his fatherly Goodneſs 
to remgve you out of this miſerable Vale of 
Tears, that then we may meet in thoſe Ever- 
laſting Regions of Light, where the Malice of 
men c nnot reach us where are Rivers of plea- 
ſure tor evermore, 

Firit Therefore, my Advice to you is, that as 
your conſtancy to me in performing the duty 
of tie relation in which you ſtood in toward 
m2 has been no way blameable (abiding with, 
Comf. ring, Cheriſking, and Condoling the 
ſal kEtie of me your neareſt and deare{t 
alliance, never departing from me unneceilatily 
even to the laſt Moments of my Lite) fo you 
would not by inthis time of fad Affliction tov 
mh cat down aad dejetted, but walk even as 
a Chil of Light, remain conſtant 1n your duty 
to God, c{pecially in the great parts of his 
D.v:inc \Worthip incumbent on all. 

[. Let your private Prayers and Accefles to 
the Throne cf Grace be often, be no ſtranger 
at the gate of Mercy while there 1s an Ear of 
Favour open, and be incourages, lince God hears 
the Cry of the Widdow to defend her from all 
danzers, 

11. Be alſo frequent in Reading and conſulting 
the Holy Scripture, they are the Oracles of truth, 
and there you may find the Treaſures of wiſdom 
and knowledg, thence you may fuck promiſes, 
that will be as Milk flowing from the Breaſts of 
true Conlolationsgz Oh! I can ſay it truly that 
from thoſe Fountains have Streamed ſuch Cor- 
dials into my Soul as now enable me to go 
through with this great and ſharp Suffering with 
Patience, knowing from thence that no (trange 
thing hath happened to me. 

It. Be no ſtranger to the Ordinances of God 
as hearing the word for your Edification, and re- 

civiag the Sacraments for your Conticnſation, 


and be ſure negle&t not the private Duties of 


| your Family, let your Houſe be a little Santuary 


and let your Children and your Servants be all- 
ways preſent at the times of Prayer and Reading 
the word, ſo that it may be ſaid by ycu as by 
Good Joſhuah of Old. As for you and your Houſe 
you will ſerve the Lord : I (hall onely urge that of 
the Apoſtle, Pray without ceaſing, and be allways 
abounding in the work of the Lord, becauſe you 
_-_ find your Labour will not be in vain in the 
Lord. 

IV. That I may ſpeak more particulary to 
thy preſent ſad condition, tho it be ſad, yet Oh! 
Be ſure murmur not at our heavenly Fathers 
diſpenſation, he knows what is allways beſt for 
us, Oh ! remember that he hath told us, Light i 
ſown for the righteous and gladneſs for the wpright 
in Heart, and when you find your Spirit fink- 
ing then ſupport it with rcflexion on the for- 
mer great Gracious goodnels of Godz Oh! think 
what things he hath done for others, and for thee, 
and believe he is able to make up the Loſs to 
thee, and be better then Ten Huſbands; poſleſs 
thy Soul in Patience and a quiet ſubmiſltion to 
his will, and while thou art toſt with troubles in 
this World, believe that the reſt will be more 
ſweet to which thou art going, tho the way be 
ſtrowed with Thorns, through which I muſt 
now Pals before thee. 

Theſe are the Duty's I moſt ardently preſs 


thee to as to thy ſelf, but as thou now Standeſt _ 


in the relation of a Mother to Fatherleſs Child- 
dren, they are left Young and left among ma- 
ny Temptations and when they grow up will be 
lyable to many Corrup.ions and it is your part 
to bring them up in the Nurture and Fear of the 
Lord, That fo we may all Rejoyce in the en- 
joyments of Plcflings of the New Jeruſalem, fo 
you will diſcharge thep rt of a Religious Mo- 
ther, by Dedicating thoſe the Lord hath lent 
you to his Service, And in Order to this, 

I. Be not over indulgent, let not thine Eye 
pity the correction of thy Son, nor thy Soul 
{pare for his Crying, be ready to give all in- 
([truftions with Gravity and Kindneſs, that fo 
thy Love may ſeem to melt them to make them 
fit for the imprefiions of Counſel. 

I!, Be ſur2to give them that Education that 


may be fit for them under good Governours that * 


you may not neglect upon all occaſions to Inſtill 
into them the principles of true Religion, and 
that you may by no means ſuffer the growth of 
Sin or corruptions in them, but repreſs it in 
the Budd and Firſt Motions of it,, and allways 
conſider that if you Train up a Child in the way 
he ſhould go, when he is Old he will not depart 
from it. 

Then for thy Servants, be ſure that they that 
abide inthy Houſe may be ſuch as are of honeſt 
converſation, that in their Lives they may Adorn 
the Do@rine of God our Saviour in all things, 
and be ſure thy own example may be a direction 
tothem, and repreof alſoit they do amiſs. This 
[ thought fit to leave for thy direction in the 
relation of a Mother and Governels of thy Fa- 
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mily. But becauſe the words of a Father De« 
ceaſed may have ſome influence on my dear Babes, 
tothem, therefore I ſhall leave ſome thing as a 
Fathers Legacy among them, 


To My Children. 


My Deareſt Children, 


| br. well S:ile you Son and w—_— of 
Affliction you are now deprived of a Father on 


Earth, and as yet by reaſon of your tender Age 
you may not be ſenſible of it, you have a Mother 
to Govern you, and to her I charge you to be 
Obedcient in all her lawful Commands, and grieve 
her nor, add not to her preſent Bonds but by 
your dutyfu! carriage ſupport her Spirit. 

To thee my Son in Particular, tho yer tender, 
yet when thou ſhalt come to years of diſcretion 
then think of and put in prattce thy Dying Fa- 
thers Command. Firſt, Reſolve to keep thy ſelf 
from I]] Company that may Debauch thy youn- 
ger Years, and from ſuch as may bring thee to 
evill praCtices in thy riperz And allways appear 
for, and countenance the Religion of the Coun» 
try in which thou waſt Born; ſtand by, own 
and countenance the Proteſtant Intereſt ; fa- 
your all true profeſlours of itz be Eyes to the 
Blind, Feet to the Lame ;, Cloaths to > that 
are Oppreſſed with Cold, lay not thy Talent up 
in a Napkin, but improve it to the Glory of 
Cod. and it will be to the ccmfort of thy 
Soul. | 

And to you my Daughters behave your (elves 
with Modeſty that you may be a comfort to her 
that bare you, and Honour to your Sex 3 bear 
patiently all and every one of you, all Injurys and 
Wrongs that may be offercd, and live in Love one 
with another which that you may do, your 
Fathers Bleſſing reſt upon you,and the Allmighty 
keep, defend and direct you, till he havi 
guided you by his Spirit, bring you to thoſe 
R egions of Light and Immortality, is the Prayer 
for you all, 

Of Your tender Dying 
Father, W. I. 
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ms PRAYER 


Aerciful God, and Loving Father, O Bleſſed 
() Sor our Saviour, O Holy Ghoſt our Comor» 
ter, be with me, and hear me, and grant my Pe- 
titions. Pardon, Good. God, both my Sins of er« 
ror, and Preſumptiouſneſi, all my known, and 
ſecret Sins, and let the Bloud of thy dear Son 
make Atonement for all, Sandify theſe thy af* 
flidions to me, ſupport me in all my bitter con- 
flis, carry me through the agonies of «Death 
with a Holy reſo.utions Give me the Aſſiſtan- 
ces of thy Spirit, Dire& and Guide me in my = 
Moments 3 And afterward receive me into thy 
Glorions Habitation, among ſt Angels and the 
' Fpirits of juſt men made perfe@, that with thens 
I may ſing praiſes to my God. And 10 the Lamb 
for ever mere, Amen. 
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